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No to Privatization

The Problems

Birmingham’s beleaguered children’s service have come under repeated assault from 
Ofsted and senior politicians and is seemingly unable to lift itself out of a crisis. Some 
say this has been in its own making.  

The Government and their experts have suggested that Birmingham is ‘too big’, it has 
been poorly led and it needs a clean break from the past. Julian Le Grand and his 
review team said that constant re-organisations had been demoralising and that there 
was a ‘lack of external challenge’.

Birmingham does not take as many children into care as other authorities but is that 
placing children at risk? If chidren and families are to be supported, how does making 
massive cuts in preventive services, CAHMS and women’s aid projects help? 

On the underspend, the council say they have put back £9m but this money has only                    
been found at the expense of cuts elsewhere in Children’s Services.  In the meantime 
Children’s Residential homes are being closed placing pressure on existing resources.

Social work vacancy levels are running at 25% with many experienced staff leaving to 
work in neighbouring authorities. 

The Solutions

The Government is pushing for all Children’s Services to be outsourced and wants 
Birmingham to lead the way.

In April the Government proposed that all council’s could outsource almost all of their 
social services functions relating to children.  There was a massive outcry to the idea 
that G4S and Serco might be in charge of child protection. Over 70,000 people signed 
a petition and 37 leading experts wrote to a national newspaper in protest. In June the 
Government announced an apparent U-turn but the redrafted regulations allowed 
profit-making companies to set up ‘non-profit making’ subsideries.

What next?

How do we oppose privatisation in all its disguises?  Should we entertain non-profit 
making organisations or are they the thin edge of the wedge? Is Birmingham’s Labour 
Group giving up on children’s services remaining a directly run service and why?  
What is the alternative and how do we keep these services in public hands?


